Parish of Ramsgate & Minster
Newsletter - Sunday 6" September 2026

Parish Priest & Rector: Fr Jonathon Routh email: jonathonrouth@rcaos.org.uk
SS. Ethelbert & Gertrude. 72 Hereson Road, Ramsgate, Kent. CT11 7DS

Parish Office email: ramsgate@rcaos.org.uk Tel: 01843 594031.

Shrine of St. Augustine. St. Augustine’s Road, Ramsgate, Kent. CT11 9PA
St. Augustine’s Shrine email: augustineshrine@rcaos.org.uk, Tel: 01843 592071.

Shrine Chaplain: Fr Simon Heans; Deacon: Rev Peter Brown; Pastoral Assistant: Maureen Francis;
Verger: Anthony Jinks; Parish Secretary: Melissa Goes; Minster Abbey, Mo. Nikola & Sisters. 01843 821254
Safeguarding Officer: Sasha Ofori - ramsgatesg4(@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
Divine Retreat Centre: Fr Thomas Ettiyil VC, Fr. Martin Thomas & Fr Paul Pallichamkudiyil. 01843 586904.
St. Ethelbert’s School: Headteacher, Mr. Simon Marshall - (01843 585555).

Dear parishioners,
ASSIST US TO LIVE, NOT TO DIE!

'The Assisted Suicide Bill is back. Please write to your MP at the House of Commons, London SW1A
OAA. If you don't know who your MP is, visit members.parliament.uk or use the SPUC MP tool. We
have cards available at the back of the church to send to your MP. The bill's second reading is on
11t September so please write or send your card right away and ask your MP to vote NO.

The bill features none of the amendments introduced by the House of Lords but it appears
campaigners plan to use the parliament act to bypass the Lords, something never before used for a
private member's bill; for an issue that isn't a manifesto commitment.

Disabled people in particular have major concerns:

e A choice to die is not a free choice if the support needed to live with dignity is not provided
by society.

e Palliative and Social Care are breaking under the strain of a demand which cannot be met. The
prime minister says these need to be sorted out before Parliament considers assisted dying
and he says fixing Social Care provision must be a priority.

e Coercion: people should never feel that death is the answer to feeling a burden on others.

e Safeguards: the Royal College of Psychiatrists says that there are no safeguards in the current
bill that would protect older people from abuse and coercion.

e Parliamentary Rules: If MPs preserve the option of invoking the Parliament Act by passing the
Bill without amendment, the ability to change the Bill later is highly constrained and the flaws
in the bill will remain.

So it needs to be stopped NOW or many disabled people will live with and die by the consequences
of this terrible and terrifying Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill.

If you live in this constituency of East Thanet, our MP is the Hon. Polly Billington who has a good
record of voting pro-life on the issue of assisted suicide. Our new prime minister is also a Catholic,
so we hope and pray that there will be a greater culture of life in this government than we have seen
for many years in this country.

God Bless,
Fr Jonathon
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The Social Committee will be meeting on The next Seniors Social will be on Saturday

rd _ .
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Parish Hall at St. Ethelbert’s. All are . g

Bingo, cake, tea, coffee, raffle and good
company. Please see the poster at the back of
the church for more information.

welcome to discuss and plan the upcoming
parish social events especially for Christmas.

How do we pray? How do we build a better, more fulfilling relationship with God?
All are warmly invited to join an experiential programme called Teach Us to Pray facilitated by
Southwark Diocesan Spirituality Commission. The programme will be online on Tuesdays,
starting 6th October from 7pm - 8.15pm. Following 4 online sessions, there is an invitation to
conclude the programme with an in-person Reflection Day in a Diocesan Retreat Centre on 5th
or 12th December. There is no commitment to attend all sessions — join us whenever you can.
See https://aecsouthwark.churchsuite.com/events/tnpn4hqd or see the poster for information

There will be a Second Collection for the Catholic Education Service next weekend (12%/13).
The Catholic Education Service represent the Bishops’ national education policy in relation to
the 2,169 schools, colleges, academies & universities for which the Church is responsible in
England and Wales. They negotiate with the UK and Welsh Governments and other national
bodies in order to safeguard and promote Catholic education. They also offer a Catholic
contribution to English & Welsh educational debates, seeking to ensure the principles of
Catholic teaching are reflected in all aspects of national education policy.

The Annual Requiem Mass for A. W. N. Pugin is at 12 noon on the 12" September. There is
also a Pugin expert talk on the 11" September at 5pm. Both are at St. Augustine’s.

The Archdiocese of Southwark will be holding their annual service for those that have been
harmed by abuse on the 30th September 2026, at 6.30pm at St George’s Cathedral. The service
will be led by Archbishop John Wilson and is an opportunity for the archdiocese community to

express their solidarity and compassion to those that have been hurt by abuse and our
commitment to building safe environments for all. All are welcome to attend.

Mary’s Meals Foreign Currency Collection. With the Summer holidays now over, we are
asking everyone to consider donating your leftover foreign currency to help support Mary’s
Meals. Simply pop any foreign currency you have into the marked box at the back of the church.
No matter how old or obscure, it can be used. You can even include old UK currency that is no
longer legal tender. Please contact the parish office for more information.

Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament.

St Ethelbert’s: Monday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8.30am. Fridays at Spm.

St Augustine’s: Tuesday from 12.30 — 1.30pm.

Rosary: St Ethelbert’s: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday at 9.00am. Friday at 5.30pm.
Mothers’ Prayers: St. Ethelbert’s Parish Room, 1% Friday of the month at 12.00noon followed
by 1% Friday Rosary at 12.30pm.

Please see the Mass Schedule for any changes this week.

Confessions: St Ethelbert’s: Saturday before 5.30pm Mass.

St Augustine’s: By arrangement.

St. Augustine’s Visitor Centre and Shrine is open to visitors 7 days a week from 10am to 4pm
The Parish newsletter can be viewed online at www.augustine-pugin.org.uk
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Please remember in your prayers those who have died this year especially:
Sr. Aelred, Judith Guiver, Clive King, Jean Regan, Gillian Gilbert, Miriam Mehlin, Anthony
(Tony) Webster, Uta Nedd, Kevin Flynn & Doreen Browning.

Please remember in your prayers all those who are sick, especially: Rita Andrews, Moira
Barter, Tim Bowell, Brylle Buenaventura, William Carbury, Mary Cotton, Eileen Crowley,
Christopher Egan, A. Fell, Martin Flannery, Julie Foreman, Jim Gallagher, Pauline Gladman,
Valerie & Michael Godden, A. Gosling, Joan Hall, Mark Harvey, Carlos Hernandez, Alex Jordan,
Tai Jordan, Alena Joyette, Piotr Kapus$niak, Yan Kelly, Susanna King, Steve Lawlor, Rita
Lemesheva, Kay Lovett, A. Lucas, Pauline Macdonnell, B. Mallon, M. Marjoam, Norma
McAllister, Eileen & Jack McCaughan, Eleanor McGinley, Kevin Nicholas, Mary Northrop,
Viktor Nowicki, Kevin Pender, Tom Phelan, Magdalena Prystupa, Jeannette Riley, Guy Rowe, H.
Russell, Jane Ryan, Derek Rydz, Tarlie Sansom, Jef Silva, Di Sinclair-St Claire, Edward & Patricia
Smalley, Maggie Smith, Violet Solley, Lisa Taylor, Frank Tierney, Catherine Tocci, Julian
Tranguille & Jenny Whitebread.

St. Ethelbert’s Prayer Candles — Jan & Lucy

Mass Intentions can be booked at any time but We’re registered with Easyfundraising,
if you would like a specific date please book which means that over 8,000 retailers will
these as soon as possible to avoid donate to us when you shop with them at no
disappointment. The suggested donation for a extra cost to yourself! It’s easy & completely
single Mass intention is £10 & requests can be FREE! Contact the parish secretary for help
made by using the envelopes at the back of setting this up or see the poster at the back of
church or by contacting the parish secretary. the church.

Baptismal Preparation: If you are planning a Monday Group: Do you want to know
Baptism, please contact a priest on 01843 more about Catholic Spirituality? Come
594031 or leave a message in the Parish Office, along to the Monday Group at 4.30pm at St.
in good time, to ensure that Baptismal Ethelbert’s meeting room on Mondays and
preparation can take place. explore the treasure of the Faith.

For 1* Holy Communion Preparation: Contact — Catechist Mrs Julie Rydz.
Confirmation & Pre 1** Holy Communion Faith Club: Contact - Catechist Mrs Patricia Smalley.

If you are in hospital: If you or a family Ministries for the Sick and Bereaved:

member is admitted to hospital and requires a If you know of any sick or bereaved
priest to visit, please contact your Parish and parlshloners who may like a home Visit, or
ask for a Priest to visit. Contact for Fr. Jonathon their name placed on the sick list, please

1s on 01843 594031 or call your local Parish. obtain thei'r permission. and forward the
details to the Parish Office.

Supporting Your Parish.
Gift Aid. Our parish benefits greatly from Gift Aid which allows charities like us to reclaim tax
on donations made by a UK Taxpayer. This means we can claim back from the HMRC 25p for
every £1 you donate.
Legacy. A gift in your Will to the Church is a wonderful way to support your local Catholic
community and parish.
Volunteering. If you can donate your time to support the parish in any way please contact the
parish office.




Mass Intentions for the Week

St. Ethelbert’s

St. Augustine’s

Saturday 5"  St. Teresa of 12 noon Mary Hollands WB
September  Calcutta (Latin 1962
(1962 St. Low Mass)
Laurence
Justinian)
Twenty Third Sunday of 5.30pm Patricia & Bob
Ordinary Time (A) (1962 Smalley TG for their
Fifteenth Sunday after Wedding Anniversary
Pentecost)
Sunday 6" September 10.00am  Sadie Marlow RIP 8.30am Gordon & Bridget
Davis RIP
12noon  Jadwiga & Stephen 12 noon People of the
(English Carnell TG (NB Next | (Sung 1962 Parish
& Polish)  Sunday 6.00 pm) Latin Mass)
Monday 7"  Feria in Ordinary | 9.30am  St. Ethelbert’s School
September  Time (School Staft & Students TG NO 12.00 NOON MASS
Mass) & PI TODAY
Tuesday 8"  The Nativity of 12 noon SLC PI
September  the BVM NO 9.30AM MASS TODAY
Wednesday  St. Peter Claver, 12 noon Dominic & Norris
ot priest NO 9.30AM MASS TODAY | (Latin 1962 Pl
September (1962 Feria) Low Mass)
Thursday Feria in Ordinary | 9.30am Mr Marshall PI
1o® Time NO 12.00 NOON MASS
September TODAY
Friday 11t Feria in 6.00pm Victor PI 12 noon Irene Vaz PI
September Ordinary (Ordinariate)
Time
Saturday St. Eanswythe of 12 noon A. W. N. Pugin
12t Folkstone, abbess (Latin 1962 RIP
September (1962 The Most Requiem
Holy Name of Mass)
Mary)
Twenty Fourth Sunday of 5.30pm William & Phyllis
Ordinary Time (A) Rapley RIP
Other Minster Abbey — www.minsterabbeynuns.org
Masses in Our Lady Star of the Sea, Broadstairs - www.ourlady-broadstairs.org.uk
Thanet: Parish of the Holy Family, Birchington - www.holyfamilythanet.org.uk

Ss. Austin & Gregory with St. Anne, Margate — www.margatecatholic.org
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