
Parish of Ramsgate & Minster  
Weekly Newsletter - Sunday 19th July 2026 

Parish Priest & Rector: Fr Jonathon Routh email: jonathonrouth@rcaos.org.uk 

Parish Office email: ramsgate@rcaos.org.uk Tel: 01843 594031. 

St. Augustine’s Shrine email: augustineshrine@rcaos.org.uk, Tel: 01843 592071. 

Shrine Chaplain: Fr Simon Heans; Deacon: Rev Peter Brown; Pastoral Assistant: Maureen Francis; 

Verger: Anthony Jinks; Parish Secretary: Melissa Goes;  

Safeguarding Officer: Sasha Ofori - ramsgatesg4@safeguardrcaos.org.uk  

Minster Abbey, Mo. Nikola & Sisters. 01843 821254 (see the next page for Mass & service details)  

Divine Retreat Centre: Fr Joseph Edattu & Fr Paul Pallichamkudiyil. 01843 586904. (Weekday Mass 5.30pm)  

St. Ethelbert’s School: Headteacher, Mr. Simon Marshall - (01843 585555). 

 

   
  

 

 

 

 

Dear parishioners,  
‘Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come from? ‘Some enemy 

has done this’ He answered. From Mt 13, 24-30, this Sunday’s gospel. 
 

The Church, founded by Our Lord Jesus Christ, is the continuation of his mission to fallen humanity: to save us 
from ourselves and the total annihilation of the world of which we are capable. But to do this, the Lord chose 
twelve men who were also fallen like us.  The apostles became saints through their works, sacrifices and 
martyrdoms, but they were not perfect human beings and even among them, one would betray the Lord for 
thirty pieces of silver.  Thus it was in the beginning and so it has always been.  The church is holy because it is 
founded by Our Lord Jesus Christ …but consists of fallen human beings, all of us in need of God’s mercy. Among 
her members are those who belong more to this world, than to the Lord.  
 

To use the imagery of the Lord in the parable:  the darnel has always grown among the wheat since the earliest 
Apostolic times and there are periods in the Church’s history, when it gets harder to see the wheat for the darnel, 
made harder because darnel looks like wheat.  This suggests that not all that appears like the Church, is the 
Church. This has been the case with many of the biggest heresies and schisms the Church has faced through 
history. The greatest false teaching which we call heresy, always look very reasonable and credible, always looks 
like the Truth. The Lord also put it like this: ‘beware of wolves in sheep’s clothing!’.  This was notable during the 
Arian crisis, in which the darnel of false teaching was more pervasive in the church than the wheat of the True 
Faith. 
 

Here is not the place to explore the crisis of faith in the world today, but to highlight the crisis of Faith in the 
Catholic Church herself, visible in the closure of parishes, seminaries, religious houses and the great loss of 
vocations. That’s the hard truth. What is the point of us if we do not preach Jesus Christ to the world and try to 
save souls for the Lord?   St Paul says, ‘We will have none of the reticence of those who are ashamed, no 
deceitfulness or watering down the word of God: but the way we commend ourselves to every human being with 
a conscience is by stating the truth openly in the sight of God, for it is not ourselves we are preaching, but Christ 
Jesus as the Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus sake’. (see 2Cor4, 1-7) 
 

We have the resources to do as the Apostle says.  We have the richest Treasury of Faith and Sacred Tradition to 
draw upon and which people will find nowhere else other than in the Catholic Church. Sometimes though it seems 
as if we are unaware of our own riches or as the Apostle says, ‘we are earthenware jars that hold this treasure’. 
 

We must start by owning the grave crisis in the Church and stop pretending everything is fine. The Church’s 
treasury of Faith and Tradition is there to guard and pass on and share with others, so they too may know the joy 
and hope that The Faith brings. In this way, we start on the solid ground of our own pitiful truth: that’s why every 
mass begins with the penitential rite, beginning with acknowledging our own sinfulness before opening the 
treasury of God’s Word and coming before his Presence in the Holy Sacrifice. So too, we must own the failings of 
the Church before we draw upon her spiritual treasures and remember, that only in the church, can we do this.  
For all the failings of the Church, her spiritual treasures are out of reach from those who leave her and so destroy 
the good wheat with the darnel. 
By staying true to the faith of our mothers and fathers and by our good works, let us hope to be counted as 
wheat in the harvest for eternal life in Heaven; through the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with his 
eternal Father and the most holy, good, and life-giving Spirit belongs glory now and always and for endless 
ages. Amen. 
 

God Bless, Fr Jonathon 
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Our Parish devotions to The Most Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ will be at St. 

Ethelbert’s on Sunday the 26th July at 4pm and will include adoration, benediction and litany of 

the Most Precious Blood. All are welcome. 

Shrine of St. Augustine & National Pugin Centre Volunteers Needed. Do you have an 

interest in history or gothic architecture? If you do & can spare a few hours each month then 

please consider volunteering at our visitors centre and contact the parish office. 

Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament.   

St Ethelbert’s: Monday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8.30am. Fridays at 5pm.  

St Augustine’s:  Tuesday from 12.30 – 1.30pm. 

Rosary: St Ethelbert’s: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday at 9.00am. Friday at 5.30pm. 

Mothers’ Prayers: St. Ethelbert’s Parish Room, 1st Friday of the month at 12.00noon followed 

by 1st Friday Rosary at 12.30pm.   

Please see the Mass Schedule at the back for any changes this week.             

Confessions: St Ethelbert’s: Saturday before 5.30pm Mass.    

St Augustine’s: By arrangement. 

St. Augustine’s Visitor Centre and Shrine is open to visitors 7 days a week from 10am to 4pm 

Minster Abbey.       Sunday Mass – Sunday 10am only  

Weekday (Mon-Sat) Mass – 9am   Vigils – Mon-Sat 5.30am & Sun 6am  

Lauds – Mon-Sat 8.30am, Sunday 9am   Midday Office – Mon-Sun 12.20pm 

Vespers – Mon-Sun 6pm     Compline – Mon-Sun 7.45pm 

Polish Mass. We welcome Fr. Krzysztof Krzyskow from Lewisham this Sunday who will be 

celebrating Mass at 6pm in Polish at St. Ethelbert’s. This replaces the normal 12 noon Mass. 

 

St. Ethelbert’s Catholic Primary School & Nursery are looking for a Foundation Governor to 

start in September. This is a voluntary role and a background in education is preferred. If you are 

interested or would like more information, please see the poster at the back of church or email 

admin@stethelbertsschool.co.uk.  

Enjoying God’s Creation. 

A summer retreat day at Minster Abbey on August 29th led by Eddie Gilmore.  

Visit www.eddiegilmore.org or see the poster at the back of church for more information. 

Mary’s Meals Foreign Currency Collection. With the Summer holidays upon us, we are 

asking everyone to consider donating your leftover currency to help support Mary’s Meals. 

Simply pop any foreign currency you have into the marked box at the back of the church. No 

matter how old or obscure it can be used. You can even include old UK currency that is no 

longer legal tender. Please contact the parish office for more information. 

August Upcoming Events - Marian Fathers. (See the poster for more information) 

16th – St. Joseph’s Church, Stevenage  18th – St. Paul’s Church, Dover 

17th – St. Patrick’s Soho, London  19th – Our Lady of the Visitation Church, Greenford 

 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the Summer Fair last Sunday. A special thank you to 

everyone who worked so hard to plan, set up & clear up and all those who donated cakes, prizes, 

games and their time. We were able to raise over £1,200.00 due to your generosity.  

Raffle winners have been posted at the back of Church. 
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Mass Intentions for the Week 

 

The Parish newsletter can be accessed from the Shrine homepage at 

www.augustine-pugin.org.uk  
Parish Social Media 

Twitter: @catholicramsmin Facebook, Twitter & Instagram: @AugustinePugin  

YouTube:/staugustinesramsgate 

Ministries for the Sick and Bereaved:   If you know of any sick or bereaved parishioners who 

may like a home visit, or their name placed on the sick list, please obtain their permission and 

forward the details to the Parish Office. 

 

If you are in hospital:  If you or a family member is admitted to hospital and requires a priest to 

visit, please contact your Parish and ask for a Priest to visit. Contact for Fr. Jonathon is on 01843 

594031 or call your local Parish. 

 

 For 1st Holy Communion Preparation: Contact – Catechist Mrs Julie Rydz. 

Confirmation & Pre 1st Holy Communion Faith Club: Contact - Catechist Mrs Patricia Smalley. 

 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers all those who are sick, especially: Rita Andrews, Tim 

Bowell, Brylle Buenaventura, William Carbury, Mary Cotton, Eileen Crowley, Christopher Egan, 

A. Fell, Martin Flannery, Julie Foreman, Jim Gallagher, Pauline Gladman, Valerie & Michael 

Godden, A. Gosling, Joan Hall, Mark Harvey, Carlos Hernandez, Alex Jordan, Tai Jordan, Alena 

Joyette, Piotr Kapuśniak, Yan Kelly, Susanna King, Steve Lawlor, Rita Lemesheva, Kay Lovett, 

A. Lucas, Pauline Macdonnell, B. Mallon, M. Marjoam, Norma McAllister, Eileen & Jack 

McCaughan, Eleanor McGinley, Kevin Nicholas, Mary Northrop, Viktor Nowicki, Kevin Pender, 

Tom Phelan, Magdalena Prystupa, Jeannette Riley, Guy Rowe, H. Russell, Jane Ryan, Derek 

Rydz, Tarlie Sansom, Jef Silva, Di Sinclair-St Claire, Edward & Patricia Smalley, Maggie Smith, 

Violet Solley, Lisa Taylor, Frank Tierney, Catherine Tocci, Julian Tranguille & Jenny Whitebread. 

Baptismal Preparation:  If you are planning a 

Baptism, please contact a priest on 01843 

594031 or leave a message in the Parish Office, 

in good time, to ensure that Baptismal 

preparation can take place. 

Please remember in your prayers those who have died this year especially:  

Sr. Aelred, Judith Guiver, Clive King, Jean Regan, Gillian Gilbert, Miriam Mehlin, Anthony 

(Tony) Webster, Uta Nedd, Kevin Flynn & Doreen Browning. 

 

St. Ethelbert’s Prayer Candles 

Patricia Smalley WB, Steven Godden RIP, Alex & Laura 
 

We’re registered with Easyfundraising, 

which means that over 8,000 retailers will 

donate to us when you shop with them at no 

extra cost to yourself! It’s easy & completely 

FREE! Contact the parish secretary for help 

setting this up or see the poster at the back of 

the church. 

Monday Group: Do you want to know 

more about Catholic Spirituality? Come 

along to the Monday Group at 4.30pm at St. 

Ethelbert’s meeting room on Mondays and 

explore the treasure of the Faith. 

 

Mass Intentions can be booked at any time but 

if you would like a specific date please book 

these as soon as possible to avoid 

disappointment. The suggested donation for a 

single Mass intention is £10 & requests can be 

made by using the envelopes at the back of 

church or by contacting the parish secretary. 

http://www.augustine-pugin.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

  St. Ethelbert’s St. Augustine’s 

Saturday 

18th July 

The Blessed Virgin 

Mary (1962 St. 

Camillus de Lellis, 

priest) 

Mass at Minster Abbey at 9am & 

Our Lady Star of the Sea, 

Broadstairs at 9.30am 

12 noon 
(Latin 1962 

Low Mass) 

Fr. George 

Marsden RIP 

Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary 

Time (A) (1962 Eighth Sunday 

after Pentecost) 

5.30pm Martin Marjoram 

TG on his birthday 

  

Sunday 19th July 10.00am Elena, Hannah & 

Family PI & WB 

8.30am People of the 

Parish 

 6.00pm 
(Polish) 

Krystian Stawoski 

PI 

12 noon 
(Sung Latin 

1962) 

Stephen Carnell 

PI 

Monday 

20th July 

St. Apollinaris, 

bishop & martyr 

9.30am Sr. Aelred RIP 12 noon Clarise Rebec PI 

Tuesday 

21st July 

St. Lawrence of 

Brindisi, priest & 

doctor 

NO 9.30AM MASS TODAY 

12 noon Monks of 

Chilworth PI 

Wednesday 

22nd July 

St. Mary 

Magdalene 

(1962 St. Mary 

Magdalene) 

9.30am 
(Latin 1962 

Low Mass) 

Sisters of Minster PI 12 noon Clergy of the 

Parish TG 

Thursday 

23rd July 

 

St. Bridget, patron 

of Europe 

9.30am Fleming Mass Trust 

PI 
NO 12.00 NOON MASS 

TODAY 

Friday 24th 

July 

 

Feria in Ordinary 

Time 

6.00pm 
(English & 

Polish) 

Joseph Carnell PI 12 noon 
(Ordinariate) 

Fr. Jonathon PI 

Saturday 

25th July 

St. James, apostle 

(1962 St. James, 

apostle) 

Mass at Minster Abbey at 9am & 

Our Lady Star of the Sea, 

Broadstairs at 9.30am 

12 noon 
(Latin 1962 

Low Mass) 

Jenny Shaw WB 

Seventeenth Sunday of 

Ordinary Time (A) 

5.30pm Margaret Murphy 

RIP 

  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 


